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Party in the AUSA
And The Katy Song Was On, So We Put Our
Hands Up

PHOTO BY JULIA VINICZAY

DON’T BE VAIN WITH
YOUR VEINS

DEATH OF A NOBLEMAN

“History is seldom written by the few
“Our Lord and Savior Jesus
who stand in the way of a more preChrist made the ultimate blood dominant force like President Trump,
donation at Calvary and His
and one may expect that his stance
blood saves. Human donors
will not go down as very momentous
can give the gift of life, too.”
in history”

P.2

P. 5

FREE CROSSWORD
PUZZLE
“Exactly as the title says.”
P. 6

RELIGION AND SCIENCE?
“Collins argued that Genesis 1-2 uses
mainly ‘ordinary language’ and
‘poetic language,’		
implying that it is not meant as
a scientific description of what
occurred.”
P.9

FACULTY GALLERY
DRAWS ATTENTION
“I base the imagery of these
paintings on remembered
landscapes while focusing
on the language of painting.”
P. 10

MISSED CALLS AND MAJORS
“Not everyone is called. Some people, even in the Holy Trinity of Professions, just picked.”
P. 12
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News

The Day Katy Perry’s Firework United the School

Lisa Hayden

News Editor

PHOTO BY JULIA VINICZAY

Sharyl Cubero | Fall has finally snuck
its way into Berrien Springs’ cycle of
seasons. Because this season is not
guaranteed to stay for long, the Andrews University Student Association
(AUSA) decided to take advantage of
the season as soon as possible with
a barn party. On Oct. 28 at 7:30 p.m.
AUSA hosted their annual barn party.
This event happened at Barbott’s Farm
in Stevensville, MI, and transportation was provided for all students who
wanted to attend.
When first arriving to the farm,

music could be heard right away. Mechanical bulls, pumpkin painting,
corn mazes, darts and photo booth
stations seemed to be the hot spots
for the night. Unfortunately, the corn
maze was flooded due to heavy rain in
the preceding days. Many people still
trekked their way through the mud
and corn to try to find their way out of
the maze. Although this activity wasn’t
dry enough for most students, some
still found various ways to have fun.
Donn Latour (senior, music) said,
“This is my first year here, and this

event is really fun. I have been throwing darts tonight. I think what’s really
cool is just watching everyone have a
good time.”
As the night went on and the temperature got colder, more students
shuffled into the barn. Soon, a larger
group of people formed and began
dancing and laughing the night away.
At the end of the night, Katy Perry’s
song Firework blasted over the speakers, and before you knew it everyone
was singing the song at the top of their
lungs.

Anna Gayle (sophomore, communications) said, “Coming to this barn
party was a really great idea tonight.
My favorite part of the night was when
the whole school came together to
sing Firework. I love seeing everyone
coming together to enjoy themselves.
Overall, I think AUSA did a great job
putting on this event.”
AUSA provided pizza from Pizza Hut
for everyone in attendance. They also
handed out fresh apples and provided
a wide variety of donuts for consumption.

Even students who were absent
from the event were aware of the energy and fun of the night.
Annelise Burghardt (sophomore,
psychology/music) said, “I wasn’t at
the barn party. However, watching all
the stories on Snapchat of all the fun
everyone was having made me sad
that I missed such an epic night. I will
definitely be going to the barn party
next year.”
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career journey and God’s purpose for
my life.”
This is a huge struggle many young
adults face today as they switch from
majors, and are approaching the intimidating workforce. Mrs. Darville said
that it was the slight antagonism she
had with Mr. Darville as young adults
that gave them such a strong bond.
Despite their many common interests,
they definitely did not agree on everything—which is something that, in
their opinion, is perfectly fine in a relationship.
As seniors in college, the pair decided they would get married. On Sunday,
June 4, 1989, the duo graduated from

Oakwood University and become newlyweds that same evening. The following Monday, Mr. Darville would start his
journey to medical school, while Mrs.
Darville started her own career. However, after only two years, at the age of
24, Mr. Darville left medical school due
to his dissatisfaction with the way medicine left him hungry for a more fulfilling experience; he knew he wanted to
do something else.
At the time, Mr. Darville was scared of
telling his mother of his drastic choice,
but admitted that it was his wife’s decision to stand by him regardless of the
future that made it all the more worthwhile. Around the same time as his
departure from medical school, Mrs.
Darville was also struggling through
the same dilemma as her spouse, as being a full-time law school student was
her main focus. After a while, when
things became hectic, Mrs. Darville followed suit with her husband and left
law school. The two then engaged on
a road trip as a means of taking a break,
but soon had to snap back into reality.
In due course, the duo returned to
the workforce and remained confident
that God would take care of them. It
was at this crucial time that through
their tremendous partnership, they
found themselves and sense of purpose as God molded them into greater
beings every step of the way. Finally,
after years of taking on odd jobs, Mr.
Darville received his Masters in Business Administration, and was hired as a

senior business analyst, becoming the
director at his new workplace. As for
Mrs. Darville, she finished law school
in Tennessee and was able to homeschool all five of her children through
high school.
This was a life dream of hers, because her secret desire that only God
knew was that she wanted to be a nurturer and primary caregiver of her kids.
Due to their outstanding faith in God in
all their endeavors, he blessed this family tremendously.
Darius Bridges (sophomore, architecture) said, “The I Love You^2 forum
put on by BSCF was a refreshing look on
life and love. There are so many forums
geared towards how to find someone or how to better yourself. It was
enlightening to see how this couple
struggled and dealt with situations together, all while bettering each other.”

saves lives and maybe one day I’ll need
someone to donate for me. You get the
feeling of having helped someone out,
and that’s awesome.”
One may wonder why the Red Cross
places emphasis donating blood.
There is no substitute for blood; it has
to come from another human. One can
save up to three lives with just one unit
of blood. Donating blood is quick, easy
and simple. Subsequently (and most
importantly), the blood is then used
in emergencies, for hospital patients,
cancer patients, surgeries and more.
For many individuals, the blood
drive is quite a touching experience.
Eliana Maldonado (freshman, nursing) said, “What motivated me to donate blood was knowing how hard it
was for me as a child to get blood due

to me being type A-. It made me want
to donate my blood so I could help
others in need. It also helps to have a
friend there to hold your hand and/or
ask the people inserting the needle
not to tell you when it is being performed.”
If an individual is unable to donate
blood, there are a variety of other ways
in which one can become involved.
The Red Cross needs volunteers in vast
amounts of areas, especially disasterstricken areas. Some things volunteers
can assist with include teaching CPR
and First Aid, crisis counseling, many
more. To get involved, one can log
onto www.Redcross.org for information about volunteer and blood donation opportunities within the area.
To sum up the blood drive, Dr. Lar-

ry Ulery, the coordinator for the event,
said, “There is power in the blood, the
blood of the Lamb and there is power
in human blood. Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ made the ultimate blood
donation at Calvary and His blood
saves. Human donors can give the gift
of life, too.”

I Love You Every Step of the Way

PHOTO BY AUTUMN GOODMAN

Yvonne Nunga | The “I Love You^2”
forum was an ode to black love. The
event was hosted by Black Student
Christian Forum (BSCF) president Nia
Darville (senior, speech pathology, language and audiology), who flew in her
parents Sylvia and Greg Darville to be
guest speakers. The duo refreshed the
audience with an authentic tale of finding love and how that love can manifest
in many ways.
Engaging with their collegiate audience, Darville’s parents shared their
personal experience of how they too,
did not really have everything figured
out during their college days.
This is something that resonated

with Deandra Joseph (sophomore,
speech pathology, language and audiology) who said, “The ‘I Love You^2’
forum was an inspiring forum that reminded me that it’s okay to not have
everything together. We are only human and once you trust God, you have
nothing to fear!”
The struggle that most of us are having right now is a normal thing, but
with confidence in God, our path will
be paved right before our eyes.
Noreena Ogidan (senior, business
administration, pre-medicine) said, “I
found the forum to be very enlightening and informative. From the speakers, I was able to gain clarity about my

Bleeding for a Cause
Gabrielle Johnson | On Tuesday,
Oct. 24 and Wednesday, Oct. 25, Andrews University hosted its annual
Blood Drive. Partnering with the American Red Cross Association, students,
faculty and staff, as well as the surrounding community had the opportunity to donate blood, with the event
located in Pioneer Memorial Church.
For the past twenty-five years, the
university has partnered with Red
Cross for an annual Blood Drive. Each
year, the primary motivation for hosting the Red Cross Blood Drive on
campus is to make it convenient for
individuals to give “The Gift of Life.”
The location is easily accessible and
requires little to no travel time for the
community. This benefits those who
have busy schedules. As a result, this

is one of the most productive blood
drives for the Red Cross Association
within Southwestern Michigan.
With the blood drive, Andrews University usually provides 75-100 units of
blood for the Red Cross. A major challenge that the campus faces is deferrals for a variety of reasons. In other
words, this means that individuals
tend to show up to give, but are unable to. Some reasons for the deferrals is due to low blood-iron levels or
international travel. According to statistics, 70 – 75 donors are needed in order for there to be 50 productive units
of blood.
After attending the event, many
people shared their thoughts.
Julie Logan (B.S. ‘16, BA ‘16) said,
“I donate blood because it’s needed. It
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The Loser of History

Frentzen
Pakpahan

Ideas Editor

Teddy Kim | On Oct. 24, Senator Jeff
Flake from Arizona announced that he
would not seek re-election when his
term ends in 2018. He responded to the
actions of the Trump presidency, which
he believes would cause him to “compromise far too many principles” in the
near future as the presidency continues to change the nature of American
democracy. He criticized his own party,
denouncing its members’ “complicity”
in this behavior and also blamed the
demise of its principles in this shameless president-party collaboration (Arizona Republic).
In his speech, Flake explained why
he decided to retire from the Senate,
mostly due to the ideology taken up
by the current presidential administration. Intriguingly, he is a member of
the Republican party and represents
a state that has voted red ever since
1952, (with the exception of Bill Clinton in 1996, according to 270towin).
Still, Flake has come forth, attempting
to show his refusal to let his own affiliations get in the way of a unified American people. In reference to the current
divide preventing this unification, he
claimed that “we have given in or given up on the core principles in favor
of the more viscerally satisfying anger
and resentment”—words with a weight
about the current foregoing and forgetting of standards that few Republicans have uttered recently.
This staunch stance against Trump,
however, comes as a small surprise.
Flake is, after all, a “traditional conservative” (as stated in his book Conscience of a Conservative: A Rejection
of Destructive Politics and a Return to
Principle)—a group on the right that
feels the current President is disman-

tling the ideals of a party they hold
strong to. Traditional conservatives believe that government should be limited, that free trade should be protected,
and that there should be a strong defense for the country (National Review).
We have seen the president and his
administration recurrently undermine
these core ideas with his uncontrollable use of executive power to pass
legislation that infringes on the granted rights of immigrants (like the ban
on Muslim countries), his attacks on
NAFTA and U.S.-China trade relations
as well as his encouragement of big
business and his open hostility to intelligence agencies that defend the country, such as the FBI.
On top of this, traditional conservatives like Flake hold a certain pride in
the structure and hierarchy values of
their ideology. This ideology erodes
when juxtaposed with the alt-right,
whose platform encourages a more
ethnocentric point of view (People
Press). And of course the president’s
persona itself also upends this established chain that Republicans like Flake
aim to uphold.
Indeed, the lines between what is
radical ideology and what is mainstream seem to erode further each day
for the Republican party, as their leaders in Congress and the White House
either remain silent or encourage the
president on issues that jeopardize
their traditional ideals. Flake had been
one of the few within the President’s
party to consistently oppose his platform, even from the nomination.
So Flake’s opposition to Trump’s
continual disruption of the established
right comes as nothing out of left field.
However, what is interesting is this de-

cision to oppose Trump by placing
himself in the exact position where he
cannot directly do so, by stepping out
of the political ring. His exact words
in his speech were “I’ve decided that I
would be better able to represent the
people of Arizona and to better serve
my country and my conscience by freeing myself from the political consideration that consumes far too much
bandwidth and would cause me to
compromise far too many principles”
(Arizona Republic). He stated that he
will “better represent” his constituents
by removing himself from his office.
But what exactly did Flake have in
mind when he decided that moving
himself out of President Trump’s way
would be the most effective response?
Would it somehow affect the President
so drastically that a change would be
invoked? Surely not, as the major impetus behind his retirement is his lack
of support from both Arizona constituents and obviously the White House.
Indeed, his approval rating in Arizona is
just 30%; clearly, Flake did not believe
the bout against President Trump was
worth it alongside the workload required to regain traction with his own
election.
So then, with no other choice, perhaps he decided to just go out as nobly
as he could, and tie in “moral” and “conscientious” reasons, rather than just
admitting defeat. To go out acknowledging how he lost to the president
would be quite demeaning to someone who had been one of the few to
speak out from the beginning. Instead,
he claimed that while “there may not
be a place for a Republican like me in
the current Republican climate or the
current Republican Party. . . we must be

unafraid to stand up and speak out as
if our country depended on it” (Arizona
Republic). In other words, perhaps he
wished to appear to leave some sort
of message, some last call to arms, for
the remaining politically-sane (at least
in his eyes). Perhaps he wished to not
retire as a weak and frail dotard, but as
someone who could say he fought until
the very end.
Unfortunately for him, history is seldom written by the few who stand in
the way of a more predominant force
like President Trump, and one may expect that his stance will not go down as
very momentous in history.
Take the simple example of presidential candidates. If I were to ask minor
history buffs who won the American
election in 1932, many would immediately respond “Franklin Roosevelt”.
But does anyone remember his opponent? It was Herbert Hoover, who was
running for his second term, politically
limping out of the Great Depression
that had just hit during his presidency.
Hardly anyone remembers or even acknowledges Hoover’s 1932 campaign
and work that he put it to achieve his
party’s nomination—all because of
how bitter unemployed Americans desired a new face in the Oval Office, one
that would bring them actual hope
(Miller Center).
Yet each presidential candidate arguably incorporates the same amount
of effort in their respective campaigns,
and the only difference in the result is
who the country elects. The work behind the scenes of each candidate remains unbeknownst and irrelevant to
the voters. Hoover remains in relative
obscurity among the general population’s knowledge; one can only assume

even fewer know about his run during
the 1932 election. Few would be able
to identify or recognize the importance
that he might have seen in putting together his campaign.
Indeed, history easily forgets the
loser and one may only hope that Flake
will be recognized after this decision.
The president, himself a walking news
crises, adds some significant story to
the books every day. And on the rare
occasion when the president is quiet,
another aide of his whisks away our attention from the more passive actions
of those like Flake.
Will Flake be remembered? It would
be easy for the members of his party to
easily erase his impact. Time only will
tell, but we can assume that the answer
is no. Maybe what America needs is
not someone like Flake, attempting to
make a statement by creating the illusion of a graceful exit, but a figure who
will push against the bully pulpit and
show we can still fight for the democracy of old.

whom we assume would be against it.
So what is the problem? Why is
America behind other countries such
as Canada in terms of foreign-born citizens? Why is it so hard for us to fix this
issue that we all can agree needs fixing?
My answer is this: in today’s social climate, it is much easier to focus on the
differing opinions we hold than on the
similarities. I am sure you can name at
least one of your classmates or maybe
even one of your friends whose ideological, political or social views diverge
wildly from yours. This forces us to take
sides in an Us vs. Them battlefield in
our struggle for social change. It also
blinds us to the issues that could potentially unite us, like America’s current
method of immigration.

My argument is not one that states
that everyone will completely agree
on immigration. Rather, I believe that
there are more aspects of agreement
in immigration than we care to see. We
should refrain from acting as if every
one of our ideals needs to be fought
for and defended with tooth and nail.
We shouldn’t submit to the idea that
disagreements and strife will automatically be a part of discussion. Instead, we
must be more open to the idea that we
might share common ground. In place
of becoming worried the next time discussion turns to issues like immigration,
remember that you could be surprised.
Agreement, I believe, outweighs strife
more often than not.

The Canadian Dream—Wait What?
Kara Herrera | Recently, the BBC released an article stating that one in five
of Canada’s population is foreign born,
a historical first (2017). Many of us here
at Andrews celebrate this achievement,
especially our Canadian students. But
others will no doubt take this time to
once again take a critical look at America’s attitude concerning immigration. As a clear comparison between
the two countries, Canada accepted
about 25,000 Syrian refugees last year
between January and May. The U.S., on
the other hand, accepted 10,000 Syrian refugees as of last September (The
Washington Post, 2016). This difference
in numbers does not instill images of
an America that celebrates its diverse,
foreign-born population. Naturally we
are all aware of President Trump and his

cabinet’s attempts to pass what have
been criticized as “Muslim bans.” Not
to mention, many of President Trump’s
supporters occupy the far-right side of
immigration policy, much to the disappointment of many Americans.
This current atmosphere has made
many of us in Generation Y become disheartened over the U.S.’s status concerning immigration, in comparison
with Canada’s. It seems as if the U.S. is
outpaced in terms of immigration flow
compared to our northern neighbor.
This is a bad sign. I would like to believe
that the United States is a pillar of diversity and progression in the world, and
I believe the fact that some of our top
economic companies are run by people
who were not born in this country attests to that. But alas! There are some

in our midst who would align themselves with so-called “anti-immigrant”
policies. There are some we consider
enemies in the fight for fair and just
immigration laws, and we are quick to
point the finger at those more conservative than us.
I would, however, argue that this
is not the case. As evidence, famously
conservative news site Fox News has
published a poll claiming the contrary.
Yes, you read that correctly. This recent
poll by Fox News states that thirty-two
percent of people questioned believe
that there should be a path to citizenship for illegal immigrants (Balara,
2017). Even if you question the accuracy
or bias of Fox News, it shows that some
do wish for increased opportunities
for immigrants, even amongst people
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Food and Fairness
Anthony Miller | Although it’s common to place acknowledgements at
the tail of a paper, in case you don’t
read this to the end, I’d like you to at
least know who I’m in debt to. This report is made possible by the contribution of facts and perspectives by Mr.
Mark Daniels, General Manager of Dining Services, and the guidance of Dr.
Pittman, Director of the Honors Program. However, please keep in mind
that the opinions presented here do
not necessarily reflect the ideas and
opinions of the contributors.
Is it fair?
During my freshman and sophomore
years, I heard a plethora of complaints
concerning the dining services here
at Andrews University. Their nature
ranged from the hours of operation
to the prices of food. At the time, the
only anecdote that supported the idea
of these interfering with student’s access to food. The common ideas were
that 1) students were widely experiencing a depletion of cafeteria funds
and were thus unable to always eat
because of their need to budget and
2) class scheduling and Cafeteria opening hours overlapped throughout the
day resulting in the inability to spend
time eating upstairs. I wondered if
there was any substance to these ideas
and what could possibly interfere with
a student’s ability to eat. Admittedly,
for some time, I held the opinion that
Dining Services took advantage of
students through increased pricing. I
never solidified this opinion into conclusion because I lacked evidence. All I
had was a trend of seemingly ridiculous
prices in the Gazebo. Eventually, after
dozens of conversations with faculty

FIGURE 1-2

FIGURE 1-1

and students, I decided to approach
Dining Services concerning the Terrace
Cafe’s prices with a series of questions
that would give a clearer picture as to
whether the prices (especially the dollar increase on take out—which many
people I knew would say was ridiculous because the dollar exchanges unlimited food for a limited size serving)
were fair at all. During my interviews
with people, especially those near the
end of my investigation, I attempted
to maintain a position of minimal bias.
I will continue in this spirit by presenting certain pieces of information and
stating how it is relevant to making a
judgment on the fairness of the situation without directly expressing my
own judgments.
If a major percentage of students
were experiencing a premature depletion of funds, it would be understandable to question whether the costs in
the Café were appropriate (or the starting amount in the café account appropriate). In order to address the idea of
a wide depletion of funds, I requested
general information on Student Account depletion. Please make note of
the percentages.
As depicted in Figure 1, the 100%
Stacked Column graph, starting on the
fourth week of October, increments
of three students per week would deplete their funds until around the first
week of December. Then, fifteen to seventeen students, per semester, would
choose to replenish their meal plans
as needed. Finally, six-hundred students scramble to spend the remainder
of their funds before classes end, thus
leaving about two hundred students
with substantial amounts of funds.
Keep in mind that this is out of eight
hundred twenty-five students.
Aside from the data, let’s assume that a
major number of students were under

pressure of funds depletion. Our attention would then turn to the pricing of
food. Various students have expressed
a skepticism to the dollar increase for
Take-Out. If each dollar closer to depletion of importance, this would be one
of the next aspects of the meal system
to scrutinize. Does the ability to dine
out really warrant an additional charge
of a dollar? Figure 2, the pie chart, illustrates how the dollar is applied. Turning
attention to the seven cents remainder,
this could be interpreted as a small buffer for the abuse of the Take-Out system.
Through some devious means (I’m
sure your minds won’t have too hard
of a time imagining), students are able
to acquire more than a reasonable
amount of food. Even so, is this really
wrong? After all, isn’t there a massive
over production of food resulting in
major wastage? In that case, wouldn’t it
be acceptable to take the extra food off
their hands? Figure 3, the column graph
indicates the actual food wastages by

the café per week and by the guests per
week in pounds to give an idea of who
is being alarmingly wasteful.
I realize that I may have brushed issues which seem irrelevant to you or
entirely missed issues that are significant to you. Nevertheless, even if the
information I provided is meaningless,
I believe that it’s still important to have
the common realization that the Terrace Café has come a long way since
the Bon Appetit Management Company arrived to Andrews University in
the summer of 2010. Prior to these better days, the Terrace Café would charge
by weight of food. A meal would cost
above twelve dollars on average, an approximate figure provided by Mr. Daniels. Worse yet, the nutritional quality
and variety of the food was reported to
be far below the standards that Bon Appetit set for the modern Terrace Café.
During a conversation with Mr. Daniels,
the General Manager of our Dining Services, the subject arrived at addressing
the idea of fairness, specifically consid-

FIGURE 1-3

ering the prices. We established that
fairness of pricing would be established
relative to the food sources in the area.
Take a moment to think about how
much you pay when eating elsewhere.
When approaching an all you can eat
buffet, especially the Terrace Cafe,
one must take into consideration that
we are purchasing more than unlimited food. As Mr. Daniels pointed out,
the funds we hand over cover for the
great variety of foods available to us.
In fact, the Café is taking a risk by presenting such an option. Certain foods
cost more to prepare. Through our selections on the buffet line, the value of
our plate could range anywhere from
beneath the price we paid to far over
it. On top of this, there are those who
find ways to take even more food from
the café—more than anyone would be
able to eat in a single sitting. Taking this
into account, if the prices were unfair,
who would they be unfair to?
With the greater variety of foods
at our disposal comes time necessary
to prepare them. With three distinct
meals, the Terrace Café requires time to
take down and refresh the food on the
lines. While in my freshman year, my
friends and I often experienced time
conflicts that did not permit us to dine
in for either lunch or dinner. At times,
we couldn’t even hop over to the Gazebo or grab take out. The initial concern
I had when asking these questions is
how could student’s access to food be
most jeopardized. I hope this information helped you formulate your opinion
concerning the impact of prices and
funds on this issue. However, I’m finding that schedule conflicts, like those
my friends and I experienced, are more
threatening than anything else I can
think of. This may the
As one of my interviewees, Mr. Daniels, stated, “I wonder if a hard look at
the way classes are scheduled would
go a long way toward solving the fundamental problem that necessitates
the to go option. If we purportedly to
want to make AU the healthiest university, we should make time for our students to sit down and dine together.”
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Brewing Awareness: CTC’s New Initiative

Carlye
Tagalog
Pulse Editor

Dana Wilson | It’s the month of October and honestly, there is quite a
number of things America celebrates
or brings awareness to during these
31 days: Halloween, Martin Luther’s
Reformation, breast cancer, domestic
violence, vegetarianism, and the list
goes on. All holidays and highlights
are significant in their own right and
one that is especially crucial for October is depression awareness. During
this month, the nation takes time to focus on this mental health issue that affects 16 million American adults, which
is 6.7% of the population according to
research from Mental Health America.
Andrews University’s Counseling and
Testing Center decided to take part in
recognizing depression by hosting the
Awareness Café, an event featuring
students’ creative works to uplift those
who are suffering and expose others
who might not understand the details
involved with depression.
Jose Gonzalez II, Staff Counselor and
Prevention & Wellness Coordinator at
the Counseling and Testing Center,
said that “the event symbolizes unity
with people who might be struggling
with mental health so we have different people singing and sharing their
poetry, raising awareness about depression and different mental health
topics that we all struggle with. It’s
making people aware that it is OK to
struggle with depression, anxiety, any
mental health problem—it doesn’t
mean that you are limited or that you
have to hinder your talents.”
This year is the first year that the
Awareness Café has taken place and
Gonzalez found that the timing of the
event would be very effective. The
Nest, an informal talent show for AU
students, would not be on until December and Gonzalez wanted to use
a similar setting to the showcase but
with each performance relating to
mental health issues. The Awareness

Café took place in the lounge-television area of the Student Center and
delicious donuts were served. The
opening act was by Anna Gayle, a
sophomore majoring in journalism
and communication media. Her powerful spoken word piece, entitled
“Flood,” proved the event to be more
than just a time of encouragement and
understanding. It was also an outlet
for those affected by depression to express themselves as well.
Gayle says, “The inspiration for my
piece mostly came from my struggle
with depression and trying to understand how my mental illness made
sense with my faith. I wrote it at a time
when I was coming to terms with the
fact that even though I am suffering,
even though God may be allowing me
to suffer, that does not mean that he
isn’t taking care of me or even empathizing with my pain. Understanding
that has helped me see my mental illness through a new lens and has led to
me being able to cope with it in new,
healthy, ways.”
Gayle’s informative and personal
piece was spoken with passion and
assurance, and despite the content
reflecting a point of weakness, the integration of the repeated word “hallelujah” rang hope.
Gayle goes on to mention, “There
are two things I hope people understand, in relation to Depression Awareness month. The first is that depression
is more than just being sad, or something that disappears with prayer; it
is an actual illness. The second is that
God understands what you’re going
through, and though he may not eradicate your pain he will provide you with
the strength and support needed for
you to get through it.”
After Gayle’s performance, other
spoken word performances and musical originals followed, giving hope and
awareness to mental health problems

PHOTO BY APRYL BRILEY

often overlooked.
Gonzalez mentions that the Counseling and Testing Center (CTC) continues to help those who are suffering
internally and encourages students to

be more involved. He seeks to break
down the intimidating barriers of the
CTC and make sure that all students
have a resource for comfort and guidance. The Awareness Café was only

one of the many initiatives and served
as a reminder to be cognizant of suffering prone to anyone.

An Evening of International Fellowship
Minji Aoko | On the cold Friday evening of Oct. 27, international students
were treated to a vespers hosted by the
Office of International Student Services. The event organizers were Robert
Benjamin, the Director of International
Student Services, and Silmara Ferreira,
the Associate Director of International
Student Services. Many participants
flocked to the Chan Shun Hall auditorium ready to meet and fellowship with
other students from undergraduate
and graduate studies from local and
international backgrounds. The theme
“Be The Light” composed the program
into four parts: the welcome and introduction, followed by a song service,
testimony, and then the closing prayer.
This program brought all students

from different walks of life together.
“We created this for everyone to
share their experience and fellowship together…for everyone to forget
their worries and praise the Lord with
all their heart. We are here tonight to
worship him, to thank him for giving us
light. And we are here today to experience the light,” said Ferreira.
Following the welcoming and song
service, Pastor Hajaj Jony, an international student from Jordan working on
his Doctor of Theology, gave a testimony about his path to Christ. His conversion happened when he moved from
his hometown to the city to study in an
Adventist school.
He taught that “Jesus is more than a
prophet, he is a God—and because of

him, we are here.”
Jony’s heartfelt story started with
John 9, a chapter that he believes
changed his life, then concluded by
saying “I encourage you to see him
(Christ) as a man who can do miracles
so that you and I can have eternal life.”
The good news thrilled the international audience. Hakiza Dorcas
(freshman, architecture), from the
Democratic Republic of the Congo,
said, “I really like meeting people from
different countries and backgrounds
and the International Student Vespers was a good place to do that. I
learned that what God has done in my
life or another person’s, he can do for
anyone, so anyone can call upon his
name.”

Two prayers concluded the program: the first a prayer of thankfulness
and the final a request for God’s grace
and guidance in our lives. Immediately
after the prayer the song “It is No Secret (What God Can Do)” by Jim Reeves
played. The words echoed that of the
sermon. Students such as Im Halim
(freshman, architecture) from South
Korea loved the song.
“While the song was playing I
couldn’t stop thinking of how much
God has blessed me; he has stuck to
me all through,” says Halim.
Afterwards, light refreshments were
served outside the auditorium. People
mingled with each other and shared
memories together. Others met up
with the speaker, wanting to hear more

about his story. The evening ended
with everyone sharing their testimony
with someone new.
The office of the International student services will have more events
like this. For questions about future
events such this one email: iss@andrews.edu.
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The free service clinic extended its
benefits not only to the patients, but
also accordingly to the DPT student
with exposure to real-world patients
and palpable impairments.
A third-year student, Christina
Goosey, discussed the importance of
the free clinic to her education, “As
a 3rd year student in the DPT program at Andrews University, I’ve been
a part of several service clinics. Each
one has given me hands-on experience with patients that has enriched
my education as well as reminded me
why I chose to apply to PT school—to
restore quality of life to those in pain.
It’s easy to lose sight of that goal while
plugging through classes and swimming in tests. Serving the patients that
come through the service clinic has
been a joy and a blessing in my life. I
can confidently testify that in striv-

ing to bless others, you yourself are
blessed.”
Forty-five patients came through
the PT building on the corner of campus this past weekend, and with a goal
of holding one service clinic every semester, the campus of AU and the
community of Berrien Springs hopes
to assist more individuals next spring.

Pulse

Free PT for Me
Randall Ulangca | A reception desk
and paperwork in the lobby, down the
hall a station for vitals, and in the back
rooms, rows and rows of treatment
tables were ready for the morning
of Oct. 29 to treat the students of AU
and the residents of Berrien Springs.
If you’re reading this and you feel like
you missed out on an opportunity for
a free massage, you’re sadly mistaken!
The free Physical Therapy (PT) clinic
reached out to individuals aggravated
by balance issues, pain, recent injuries,
and movement restriction according
to C’Asia Bermudez, a second-year DPT
(doctorate of physical therapy) student, service clinic coordinator, and
fellow classmate.
Being both a DPT student and writer for the Student Movement, I have a
fantastic platform to showcase my experience as a volunteer working with

clinicians as well as advertising the
vast benefits physical therapy has to
offer.
“You guys are thorough,” a patient
of mine said as I went through my evaluation. “I didn’t think you had to take
vitals before you had to do any kind of
PT work.”
Another function of the free PT clinic
was to allow students to ask questions
about PT or experience more about
the PT profession. McKenna Wear (junior, pre-physical therapy) scheduled
an appointment for 10 a.m.
She said, “I went to the PT clinic onethird curious and two-thirds because
of a surgical procedure done on my
shoulder that had left me with reduced
stability when raising my right arm—
and occasional pain.”
She was evaluated and treated
by a second-year DPT student and a

third-year DPT student, then left the
clinic with nine exercises, a green Theraband, and a new appreciation for her
rhomboids and trapezius muscles.
“I am really grateful for the opportunity this PT program gave the community and for the time and energy
put into it by the PT students and the
other PTs around the clinic. You guys
made me excited to join your ranks in
a couple of years.” said the prospective
DPT student.
Students worked under the direct
supervision of 13 licensed physical
therapists consisting of AU alumni,
therapists from the surrounding area,
and AUPT faculty. So although students were taking vitals and treating
patients independently, a seasoned
physical therapist was always on hand
to guide treatment and assist the student if a puzzling case presented itself.
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From Minnesota to Hong Kong

Adriana
Santana
Humans Editor

visit Hong Kong; my sister and I usually

illustrate their OnePlace article, be an

but we did show my friend from Minne-

went along to see our extended fam-

illustrator for several Betabrand travel

sota around Hong Kong when he vis-

ily every other year or so until I got to

idea contestants, help brainstorm idea

ited (he was a student teacher in China

high school. I think we just got too busy

to improve their website, illustrate for

the same summer). We went to various

to keep it up. I haven’t been back for

several Betabrand travel idea contes-

places, markets, malls, landmarks like

about a decade, so it wasn’t as familiar

tants, help brainstorm ideas to improve

Monkey Hill and saw the city skyscrap-

to me as I had hoped.

their website, illustrate holiday banners

ers that people always see in movies.

for their WeChat platform, illustrate a

Personally, I did a lot more sightseeing

How did you find an internship in

graphic of Li & Fung’s CEO (Spencer

when my parents and I visited China,

Hong Kong?

Fung), help draft out a new design for

like when we visited the Opium War

My aunt works at Li & Fung Limited and

their brand book., and illustrate a “re-

Museum.

let me know that they had openings for

branding” mural for a section of their

design interns.

wall.

Were you living on your own?

How did that experience help you

I won’t cross off the possibility, but I

Fortunately, my parents moved back to

with your major?

think I’d like to stay here.

Hong Kong two years ago, so I had a

I was able to experience working in dif-

home to go to during my internship.

ferent areas and projects in the same

Do you see yourself working outside of the USA in the future?

department, learn to better manage my
What type of work did you do for

time, pace each project and play off of

your company?

my strengths more efficiently.

I was hired as a design intern at Li &
Fung, but there were collaborations

Were you able to see any tourist at-

Hannah Cheung

Where are you originally from?

and projects all over the department

tractions?

Year: Senior

I was born in Minnesota. Both of my

I was in that gave me opportunities

Since it’s my parent’s homeland and

Major: Graphic Design

parents came to the States from Hong

to help out. They had me help photo-

I’ve usually only visited for family, being

Interviewed by Adriana Santana

Kong, and met here. They frequently

graph their guerilla sessions, design/

a tourist wasn’t really on the agenda,
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AU Around the World
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Leah Wooten

How has the transition been?

really value spending time with others,

to get to know Christ. Most of the wor-

cision, and it can be a very tedious

Year: Sophomore

No one tells you just how bad jet lag

and they’re so welcoming and loving.

ships here (as well as church) are in

process, but once you get there it’s

Major: International Business

can be.

After sleeping 12 hours

They have so many beautiful traditions

Spanish and I’m not completely flu-

all worth it. This has been one of the

Interviewed by Adriana Santana

straight that first day, it was a fairly

that I’m fortunate enough to experience

ent yet, so sometimes I’ll only get part

best experiences of my life and I think if

easy transition. The people here are so

first hand.

of what a sermon is trying to convey.

it’s possible for anyone to go then they

This resulted in me having to really

should.

After spending her freshman year at

kind and the culture fits my personality.

Andrews, Leah decided take advan-

Apart from Spain, have you visited

seek God on my own, which has been

tage of the opportunity to go abroad.

Is there anything you miss in Amer-

any other countries yet?

a good experience. It has also opened

She is spending this year as a student

ica?

I have been to Morocco. I’m going to

my eyes to what exchange students at

at Colegio Adventista de Sagunto in

Of course I miss my family and friends.

Germany in a couple weeks and then

Andrews might face, and I hope we can

Valencia, Spain.

I miss the food and American Amazon;

Italy for winter break.

incorporate all cultures into our wor-

also Spanish Netflix does not have Law
What made you want to go to Spain?

and Order, which is very upsetting.

ship services in the future.
Spiritually, how has this life change
impacted you?

Is there anything you’d say to

wanted to learn Spanish. Plus, I knew

What do you love most about Spain

The spiritual transition has definite-

anyone thinking about studying

that if I went to Spain I would also get to

so far?

ly been hard. Andrews does such an

abroad?

see other parts of Europe.

I would have to say the culture. In Spain

amazing job of offering its students

I would say do it [if you have the

people aren’t constantly in a rush; they

different worship programs and ways

chance]. Studying abroad is a big de-

My major is international business so I
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Religion and Science Conference Focuses on “Reading
Genesis Well”

PHOTO BY SCOTT MONCRIEFF

Scott Moncrieff | “A quest for truth
is not equivalent to a search for certainty,” said Provost Christon Arthur,
introducing the 12th Annual Andrews Autumn Conference on Religion and Science, with the theme
“Reading Genesis Well.” The presenters particularly focused on the
creation story and the rest of the
early parts of Genesis (chapters
1-11), before Abraham comes on the
scene.
After a comprehensive praise
service, Jack Collins, Professor of
Old Testament at Covenant Theological Seminary, and author of Science and Faith: Friends or Foes?,
began his presentation. Both in his
Friday evening lecture at PMC and
his Sabbath morning keynote, professor Collins asked the question
“What Is the Creation Story There
to Do for Us?” Collins utilized a critical paradigm from C. S. Lewis’s
preface to Milton’s Paradise Lost,
where Lewis argues that “the first
qualification for judging any piece of
workmanship from a corkscrew to a
cathedral is to know what it is—what
it was intended to do and how it is
meant to be used.”
Collins applied this concept to
thinking about the creation story,
looking at the intended audience,
presumably the Israelites as they
were about to cross the Jordan into
Canaan. He noted that the audience
were primarily subsistence farmers,
utterly dependent on external fac-

tors: animals, weather, births of children. Collins noted that Palestine
is very rain dependent, and that as
farmers the Israelites would worry
about pests and about marauding
bandits. He noted that we ought to
appreciate these people’s sense of
vulnerability.
In examining the social setting, Collins asked how might the
audience typically have received
the text? It was read aloud, and the
public reading helped to refresh the
community’s sense of identity. He
asserted that the narrative gave
Israel a sense of their place in the
world, Israel’s big story, and that
Genesis contrasts with the big stories of other cultures.
Structurally, Collins considers
Genesis 1-2 to form the front end to
Genesis 1-11, which is the front end
to the book of Genesis, which is the
front end to the Pentateuch. So it’s
really important, he said, as a foundational story to establish the community’s sense of identity.
This identity was enhanced, in
Genesis 1-2, by the liturgical style
of the recounting of the days of creation, a highly patterned presentation where “And God said” initiates
the days and “there was evening
and morning” finishes the days.
In his Sabbath morning talk,
Collins, again borrowing conceptually from C. S. Lewis, distinguished
between three kinds of language:
ordinary, scientific, and poetic. He

described the properties and uses
of each kind, seeing them not as hierarchical but as each have specific
contextual spheres where they are
most appropriate. Collins argued
that Genesis 1-2 uses mainly ordinary and poetic language, implying
that it is not meant as a scientific description of what occurred. He noted
that the passage uses exceedingly
broad strokes in taxonomy—small
plants, trees; three categories of
animals: domestic, creeping things,
wild animals. No single species except humans gets separate names.
Collins said that it is somewhat arbitrary whether we refer to the
passage/s as a poem or not, but noted its solemn tone, dignified prose,
and said it could be called a “high”
style of narrative or “exalted prose.”
In conclusion, Collins noted that
this big story of Israel is also everybody’s story. It helps people to have
confidence in God’s character and
helps people admire the God who
made the world. It shows us that
God made all of us, and that his purpose is to restore us to what he originally intended.
In his Sabbath morning devotional, Seminary professor Ante
Jerončić discussed the concept of
“acedia,” something like the constant boredom of modern life,
laziness, listlessness, lack of mindfulness, carelessness about the
truth of God, truth of scripture, truth
of one’s spiritual condition. His ideas

were stimulated by Kathleen Norris’s book Acedia & Me: A Marriage,
Monks, and a Writer’s Life.
Jerončić quoted Thomas Aquinas on a similar concept: “We might
say that all the sins which are due to
ignorance can be reduced to sloth,
which pertains to the negligence by
which a man refuses to acquire spiritual goods because of the attendant
labor.”
Jerončić also quoted a “19th
Century Adventist,” who unsurprisingly turned out to be Ellen White:
“But as real spiritual life declines,
it has ever been the tendency to
cease to advance in the knowledge of the truth. Men rest satisfied
with the light already received from
God’s word, and discourage any further investigation of the Scriptures.
They become conservative, and
seek to avoid discussion.”
Jerončić closed by discussing
2nd Peter 1:5-11, which exhorts believers to virtues which are a sort of
antidote to acedia.
In the last presentation of Sabbath morning, Gary Burdick, a Professor of Physics and Dean of
Research & Creative Scholarship
at Andrews University, discussed
“What Does Genesis Have to Say to
a Physicist?”
Burdick noted that certain assumptions were necessary for science to exist:
1. The universe exists
2. The existence of the universe

matters
3. The universe is orderly and follows mathematical laws
4. We are capable of understanding
the universe.
5. Scientific results must be repeatable
Burdick noted that conflict between Theology and Science is to
be expected, but warfare is not inevitable. He said, rather, that we
should accept these as legitimate
disagreements between friends,
where further discussion may lead
to new insight.
Burdick, one of the chief
organizers of the conference (officially part of The Midwest Religion
and Science Society, a group of regional colleges and universities),
says the conference’s purpose is to
“have open dialogue between members of different denominations and
between scientists and theologians.”
According to Burdick, attendees
have appreciated the opportunity to
hear thoughtfully developed points
of view from different perspectives,
and the search for common ground
between science and theology.

Scott E. Moncrieff
Faculty Advisor
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A Shift in Perspective: Art Through Experience
Kelly Lorenz
Arts &
Entertainment
Editor
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Kelsey Rook | The opening evening
of the Faculty Exhibition, Oct. 24, was
dreary, so it was a relief to duck out of
the rain into Harrigan Hall to relax and
enjoy some art. I was welcomed by
several faculty offering me juice and
snacks, which I munched on as I looked
at the pieces. Seeing the work of faculty members, including professors with
whom I’ve had classes, was interesting
as I had never seen their work before,
and they have had many more years of
experience than the students who dis-

play their art in most galleries here on
campus.
The first piece to catch my eye was a
massive landscape by Kari Friestad (Assistant Professor of Drawing and Painting) called “Imaginary Skies,” which
portrays a hazy pink sky with light reflecting vividly off of clouds at eye level. Friestad writes of this piece, “I base
the imagery of these paintings on remembered landscapes while focusing
on the language of painting that can
be found in mark-making, texture and

layering.”
Next I saw a series of pen drawings of a ceramic architectural model
shrine from an excavation site in Jordan, rendered by Stefanie Elkins (Associate Professor of Art and Art History).
The largest of the pieces shows the
model from the front with meticulous
stippling showing cracks and details
illustrating the iron age object as it
appears today. The artist’s statement
accompanying the piece says “Model
shrines typically mimicked buildings

and temples in miniature and were often embellished with iconographic imagery.” This model shrine is very small,
only around 30 centimeters high, but it
is guarded by two figures nearly as tall
as the shrine itself.
On the opposite wall, a collection
of four paintings commanded the visitors’ attention, all consisting of curved
layers of rich browns, oranges and yellows with a few blues and grays intermixed for contrast. The artist, Greg
Constantine (Emeritus Research Professor of Art), says that he was inspired
by a massive rock formation in Cody
Wyoming, the arcs of colors mimicking
layers of rock.
A collection of screen prints produced by Diane Myers (Assistant Professor of Graphic Design and Digital
Media) during a workshop by House
Industries at the Henry Ford Museum
of American Innovation pulled me
in. Myers explains in her statement,
“House Industries has been a standard-bearer for American graphic design for 25 years.” She goes on to list
several collaborators that House has
worked with, such as Jimmy Kimmel,
The New Yorker and John Mayer. The
crisp lines, eclectic fonts and repeated
shapes and patterns evoke a modern
take on vintage type and design.
The remainder of the gallery is occupied by several series of photos. The
first two large prints are sweeping
landscapes of Iceland taken by Sharon Prest (Associate Professor of Photography and Digital Media) and Marc
Ullom (Associate Professor of Photography), portraying strong rock forma-

tions and sweeping clouds. Last but
not least is a series of black and white
images by David Sherwin (Assistant
Professor of Photography). The pictures portray people in busy city environments, some smiling directly at the
camera, others busy with their work,
and yet others glancing casually past
the camera.
The Art Gallery at Harrigan Hall was,
as always, a very pleasant experience,
and while student exhibitions are engaging in their own right, it’s amazing
to be able to see the work of faculty
who have had so many more years of
experience. The mixture of graphic design, photography and fine arts I saw in
this exhibition is proof of the quality of
Andrews University’s visual art and design faculty.

this restaurant’s off-brand equivalent
of Sierra Mist. The soda was sour and
unpalatable, and was consequently
poured out and replaced with water.

es, paninis, salads, quesadillas, and
sandwiches. Mr. Goody’s provides a
quick and satisfying bite at prices that
make even sour soda worth the money. I would go back anytime I felt like
indulging in a fast food meal but didn’t
want to eat at McDonald’s, Denny’s,
or any other franchise. The friendly
and fast service makes the trip worthwhile, but not ideal for a date. I went
with a friend, and would advise doing
the same.

Mr. Goody’s Good Eats
4100 Niles Rd
St Joseph, MI 49085
Sunday: 11am to 7pm
Monday-Saturday: 10:30am to 8pm
269-429-5760
Natalie Hwang | Mr. Goody’s, a family-owned and operated restaurant
located in St. Joseph, MI, advertises Chicago-style food at reasonable
prices. Their menu includes a wide
variety of Euro-American dishes, from
gyro salads, shish-kabobs on garlic
bread and calamari strips to chili, Philly
cheesesteaks and buffalo wings.
Atmosphere and Service
The building itself is about twelve minutes from campus, a brick-and-mortar
storefront. It was a bit chilly inside,
and seemingly far from a mom-andpop joint. However, once observing
the interior more closely, I noticed the

friendly atmosphere, one coming from
the workers rather than the location.
The cashier’s baby pictures were taped
to the outside of the register and she
was efficient and helpful. While the establishment turned out to be sadly absent of public wifi, it is an ideal place
for a quick bite to eat before heading
out of town. The food took about five
minutes to arrive and was satisfactory
in a way only fast food can be.
Food
I ordered a veggie burger, sweet potato fries, and coffee, while my friend
ordered a fish sandwich special, which
came with french fries and a drink of
her choice. The food arrived warm and
was, for the most part, exactly what
one expects from fast food. The burger was a bit dry, but came with fresh
lettuce, tomatoes, pickles, and melted cheese. The sesame seed-specked

buns sandwiching the fillings were
consistent for both sandwiches, slightly toasted and warm.
For the fish sandwich, the fish was
cooked all the way through—fried for
a crispy outside and flakey inside. Both
sandwiches came with the options of
mustard, ketchup, mayonnaise, and
tartar sauce. The sweet potato fries
were greasy and crunchy, exactly what
you would want in fries, but not seasoned well. With ketchup, they were
perfect. The french fries were comforting in their greasiness and tasted
of just the right amount of artificiality
to be satisfying, somewhat akin to McDonald’s fries.
The coffee was slightly acidic, but
they offered sweeteners, creamer, halfn-half, and other additives to render it
palatable—overall, a standard cup of
coffee. The greatest disappointment
of the meal was the drink of choice,

Price
All items on the menu are affordable,
ranging from $.85 for coffee to $15.99
for a full slab of ribs. Soups are around
$3 and salads are $4-6. Sandwiches average $5, and burgers and hot dogs average $4.
Overall
The menu offers a wide variety of
choices, including quite a few vegetarian options: burgers, hot dogs, quich-

Whisk rating: 4/5
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Hello to Byron Graves and Goodbye to Summer

PHOTO PROVIDED BY IMC

Adair Kibble | The debut concert on
Oct. 28 of the new director of the Wind
Symphony, Byron Graves, Oct. 28, gave
summer a proper send-off, with compositions ranging from light-hearted
to solemn to triumphant. Eclectic as
their moods, the pieces chosen were
written in times from the Baroque
period to the twentieth century. Put
together, the songs reflected the different feelings and attitudes that comprise people’s feelings toward summer
and its inevitable end.
First, the Wind Symphony played
“Barnum and Bailey’s Favorite March,”
written by Karl L. King and arranged
by Glenn Bainum, but it sounded more
like a bouncy polka than a march. Alternating between jubilantly bombastic sections and soft, bright melodies,
the song brought the image of a circus

to mind very effectively.
After that romp, Graves turned from
the platform and approached the front
of the stage to give some general remarks. With slickly parted hair and a
crisp white bow tie, he shared with
the audience that he had played for
the first time with the Andrews University Wind Symphony as a student
exactly 18 years ago. He joked that it
was in a less glamorous location, comparing the glossy finish of the Howard Performing Arts Center (HPAC)
with the Johnson Gym. “We are very
blessed with this building,” he said of
the HPAC.
His style of conducting as he
launched into the next piece remained
reserved but precise in its movements.
His conducting effectively kept the
over seventy band members, from un-

dergraduates to seasoned members of
the community, playing the music with
the same speed and sound.
“An Outdoor Overture” by Aaron
Copland rang as cheerfully as the first
song, but “As Summer Was Just Beginning,” composed by Larry Daehn in the
memory of James Dean, bore a more
somber tone.
Graves dedicated the song to “all
whose lives have been taken too earlycut down in the proverbial summer of
their lives.”
Sorrowful, low brass began the
song, but when the other instruments
joined in, the tone became more sentimental, as if celebrating the life lost.
The song left a general impression of
the bittersweet: a solemn appreciation
for the individuals, as well as mourning
for their early death.
Graves introduced the next song,
“Summer Dances” by Brian Balmages, as another nuanced take on summer, contrasting the festive feel of
lively summer dances, with the “lethargic quality of the hot humidity of
summer.” He drew laughs from the
audience when he mused that the
musicians must be feeling similarly
drained from the hot stage lights and
the malfunctioning air conditioning.
Accurate to its description, the song
vacillated between syncopated moments full of movement to sedated
moments painting pictures of lazy
summer days.

It was fascinating to listen to both
chamber groups—the woodwind
quintet and the brass sextet—because
one could see and hear more clearly
the interplay between the melodies
and countermelodies of different instruments. The trills and flourishes
in the first movement of the woodwind quintet’s “Trois pièces brèves”
by Jacques Ibert remind me of a summer meadow buzzing with activity
from insects and birds and all sorts
of creatures, and it ends in an exhilarating glissando. The middle movement slowed down dramatically, with
a beautifully executed duet between
the breathy flute and the thick tones
of the clarinet. The ending movement
was characterized by smooth, flying
strings of notes with many upbeat
trills.
In the brass sextet’s songs by Johann Pezel, the restraint of volume and
tempo for the pleasant melodies clearly exhibited the chamber’s mastery of
the Baroque style.
Anthony Iannaccone’s “After a
Gentle Rain” included some audience
participation when Graves asked the
audience to snap their fingers to simulate rain during the song. There was
little need, as the dreamy tremolos and
brooding minor chords brought into
view the drizzle and clouds of the rain,
before the second movement’s images of sun breaking through the clouds
with a joyful melody.

“I wasn’t planning for the weather to
match up so perfectly with the song,”
Graves said, before conducting “October” by Eric Whitacre.
The song opened with wind chimes
over sustained flute notes, setting the
tone for a pensive song before the
nostalgic melody rolled in with the
rest of the ensemble. Rumbling softly
at first, the drums built under the brass
to a large swelling of the same melody tinged with sadness for the end of
summer.
Before the final piece, Frank Ticheli’s
“Nitro,” Graves announced the next
concert for “unabashedly Christmas
music” on Dec. 2.
“Nitro,” Graves also informed the
audience, is based on Ticheli’s fascination with the element Nitrogen found
in the air. Its energetic fanfare with
various percussion interjections made
for a grand finish to this diverse array
of music.
Amanda Bange (senior, theology,
speech-language pathology and audiology), said of the concert, “It was really good. It really evoked the feeling
of the end of summer and moving into
fall.” The theme clearly resonated with
the audience, and the dazzling collection of compositions and instruments
definitely made Byron Graves’s first
concert a success.

music about healing from physical illnesses and from sin. It seemed to represent the way that, after Jesus healed
us from sin, He took all the pain, sicknesses and sins of the world upon Himself and was left dead. We nailed him
to the cross with our sins and He took it
all for us, willingly. This piece was very
well-acted and extremely moving.
The Watchmen performed with a
short skit accompanying their song.
The song spoke about how in the
depth of our loneliness Christ reaches out and comes to us. An actress on
stage represented the someone alone,
there were others gathered together, and Jesus was reaching out to the

lonely one.
Part way through, the performers collected an offering on behalf of
Emergency Shelter Services in Berrien County, MI, who serve approximately 50 people per day, supplying
breakfast, dinner and toiletries. They
also provide housing for people with
mental disabilities. From the benefit
concert they raised over $800 for this
establishment.
The Living Springs Fellowship Korean church group performed a lovely
instrumental before the Watchmen finished out the concert. Every song was
creative and well put together. One of
the last songs was performed by Abel

Siamubi, a member of the Watchmen,
with John Harley as his pianist. John is
nine years old and declares often: “I’m
going to be the greatest piano player
ever!” He played smoothly and with
passion.
Connection’s performance stood
out to me, and the lyrics, “When fear
comes knocking there you’ll be my
guard... come storm or battle, God, I
know your peace will meet me there”
spoke to me in volumes.

Treasures in Heaven
Sarah Mackintosh | An evening of
worship and music brought in the Sabbath on Friday evening, at the Howard Performing Arts Center on Oct.
27. The theme for the Honorable Treasures Benefit Concert was based on
Matthew 6:19-21, where Christ tells us
to store up treasures in heaven. The
Watchmen Acappella organized the
concert, but there were several other groups and soloists who also performed during the evening.
The first performance was by Kaoma, who mentioned that he grew up
as a pastor’s kid. His warm, rich tenor
echoed as he sang a unique rendition
of “Soon and Very Soon”.

Connection, a vocal group from a
church in Grand Rapids, performed
next. “Prince of Peace” had soft, reflective, lilting vocals and gentle harmony
that brought an aura of quiet worship
to the building.
The third performers of the night
were the Watchmen Acappella. They
began with a bit of bantering and humor, before starting off on a roll of upbeat, rhythmic songs. After their first
piece they chatted with the audience
and introduced themselves and their
singing voices throughout the songs
(tenor, baritone, bass, etc.).
A group called Makarios (Greek for
“blessed”) performed a skit to dramatic
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The Choice And The Call
“There are different kinds of gifts, but
the same Spirit distributes them. There
are different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. There are different kinds of
working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.” —1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Alexi Decker
Copy Editor

When I was a kid, I read copious
amounts of missionary stories. I mean
it. My family had collections of missionary stories, mostly the Pacific Press
ones with the sketchy 80s fonts and 70s
photographs, neatly lined up in long
colorful rows on bookshelves in the
basement. We had some from my mom’s
childhood and plenty from campmeeting visits to the Adventist Book Center. As a voracious reader desperate for
anything new, those missionary stories
were my bread and butter, read and reread until I knew Nyla and the White
Crocodile, Jungle Thorn or Fire on the
Mountain practically by heart. I loved it
all—the adventure; the inevitable miraculous something; the dedicated doctor
or teacher or pastor who devoted their
lives to God’s calling.
And what a calling! I wanted the adventure, the purpose, the utter surety
that seemed to drive those missionaries’
lives. God had called them. I dreamed of
the same.
So I waited. And I waited, and waited, and waited. And waited, until I was
twelve, and my family did it—we moved
overseas as missionaries. But when the
call came, it didn’t feel like a call. It felt
sad, and lonely, and not very glamorous
at all. Where were the miracles? Where
was the adventure? It was just hard. My
parents were busy, there was no school
for kids my age, and Barnes & Noble
didn’t deliver to Cairo, Egypt.
Moving back to the States for boarding school after two years felt like
moving from sadness to aimlessness.
I felt like I’d experienced too much in
two years, like I’d been fundamentally
changed and would never be able to relate well to anyone ever again. My call-

ing, fleeting as it had been, had at least
given me purpose. I’d been a part of
something good—helping my parents
as they taught skills and changed lives—
even if it wasn’t nearly as exciting as I’d
hoped. But boarding school? For the first
time, I was living my own life. Why did it
feel so empty? I missed the calling. But I
didn’t know how to get it back.
***
Andrews, like most Adventist communities, suffers from what I consider a
hierarchy of disciplines. At the top, you
have the Holy Trinity of Professions. It
starts with your seminarians and theologians, your future pastors and chaplains
and Bible teachers. Next, you have your
doctors and nurses, health professionals and nutritionists. Then your teachers,
particularly those of elementary education. And, finally, you have the rabble:
everyone else. You know, the ones who
get “and what are you going to do with
that?” or “oh, I see, you wanted to make
money” after you describe your major.
But when members of the Holy Trinity of Professions are asked to describe
the reasons why they’re going into the
ministry, or medicine, or education, the
words you’ll hear most often are words
that describe a calling. You’ll hear a lot
of “I was impressed by the Lord” or “I feel
like I’ve been chosen to do X” or “I have
a heart for children/people/the world.”
People seem to think that you have to
be called to go into these professions,
whereas the rest of us just kind of pick,
willy-nilly.
I’m not disputing the fact that certain people are called these roles, or
that these are great fields to go into. Of
course pastoral ministry is an honorable
pursuit. Of course the preserving and
saving of lives is amazing and admirable.
Of course teaching children is a wonderful thing—as are the years of academic
dedication that go into any of these degrees.
But I can guarantee you that there
are also significant amounts of people in
these fields who are in it for the prestige,

or the money, or the job stability—just
as there are in any other field. Maybe
more so, even. It’s not like people major
in art because they think they’ll get rich
off it, or become an engineer because
they want more jewels on their crown
in heaven. There are always extenuating circumstances. Familial pressure,
cultural expectations, delusions of grandeur—all of these contribute to major
decisions. Not everyone is called. Some
people, even in the Holy Trinity of Professions, just picked.
***
With the move back to America came
a lot of run-of-the-mill teenage angst.
I was a ridiculous teenager—the kind
who wrote sad love poems in class instead of notes, and spent a lot of time
wallowing in what I called self-reflection
but was really self-pity. So in hindsight,
the fact that I ignored literally everything I knew about myself to declare a
psychology pre-med major my first semester of college really shouldn’t come
as a shock.
It took me two weeks to drop the
pre-med; a full semester to drop the
psychology. My calling was clearly not
the medical field. I knew I wasn’t cut out
to be a teacher or a pastor, so I ran back
to what I knew—books. After multiple
I-told-you-so’s from my mother, I declared an English Literature major and
resigned myself to the fact that maybe
I didn’t have a calling, at least, not anymore. Maybe you only got one in your
whole life, and I’d already spent it, used
it up in pre-teen melancholy and malcontent. After all, my hands were never going to heal. My voice would never
coax repentance from weary souls. My
explanations would never open a child’s
eyes to the wonder of a good book or a
math equation.
And yet.
As time went on, I found solace not
only in reading, but in writing too—in a
well-crafted essay, a turn of phrase, an
article for this very paper. What seemed
like an insignificant hobby became a

part of my person, a part of my future.
I found my calling. It’s here. It’s this.
This blank page, these spaces between
words, this ink on my fingertips.
And I find myself looking up at those
giants I can never measure up to—the
Shakespeares and Austens and Hemingways and Lewises and, yes, the apostle
John and even Jesus the master storyteller himself—and thinking how dare
anyone tell me that my calling is not
noble, that it is somehow below that of
a doctor or a pastor or a teacher? You
can teach surgery. No one taught Shakespeare how to write.
I’m not saying writers should be
placed on any kind of pedestal. I think
I’ve made my position on hierarchies of
disciplines pretty clear. But I do think
that we forget, sometimes, that there are
so many different ways of serving God,
so many ways to be called.
I’ve heard people say in all seriousness
that medicine or ministry or education
are the most noble professions—the
most noble callings—a person can
have. That’s always been discouraging. I
mean, I faint at the sight of needles, my
public speaking skills have gotten worse
as I’ve gotten older, and I’m no good
with kids. So I’m grateful for Paul’s reminder in 1 Corinthians 12 that God has
no hierarchies, no services that he values
more than others.
Be warned: your calling may not be
what you expect. It may not be your
profession or your career or your major.
Sometimes you just pick those. Your calling may be hard. It may not be adventurous or fun or exciting. You may not
get books written about you. But I can
promise you one thing: there are many
ways to be called.
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